“+ FUR (connected with O. Fr. ]’or;e, a sheath or case; so  an

outer: covering "), the name specially given to the covering of |

the. skin- in certain animals which are natives of the colder
chmates, Iying alongside of another and longer covering, called
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the overhair. The fur differs from the overhair; in that it is
soft, silky, curly, downy and barbed lengthwise, while the
overhair is straight, smooth and comparatively rigid. These
properties of fur constitute its essential value for felting purposes,
and mark its difference from wool and silk; the first, after some
slight preparation by the aid of hot water, readily unites its
fibres into a strong and compact mass; the others can best be
managed by spinning and weaving.

On the living animal the overhair keeps the fur filaments
apart, prevents their tendency to felt, and protects them from
injury—thus securing to the animal an immunity from cold and
storm; while, as a matter of fact, this very overhair, though of
an humbler name, is most generally the beauty and pride of the
pelt, and marks its chief value with the furrier. - We arrive
thus at two distinct and opposite uses and values of fur. Re-
garded as useful for felt it is denominated staple fur, while with
respect to its use with and on the pelt it is called fancy fur.

History.—The manufacture of furinto a felt is of comparatively
modern origin, while the use of fur pelts as a covering for the
body, for the couch, or for the tent is coeval with the earliest
history of all northern tribes and nations. Their use was not
simply a barbarous expedient to defend man from the rigours
of an arctic winter; woven wool alone cannot, in its most perfect
form, accomplish this. The pelt or skin is requisite to keep out
the piercing wind and driving storm, while the fur and overhair
ward off the cold; and * furs ”” are as much a necessity to-day
among more northern peoples as they ever were in the days of
barbarism. With them the providing of this necessary covering
became the first purpose of their toil; subsequently it grew
into an object of barter and traffic, at first among themselves,
and afterwards with their neighbours of more temperate climes;
and with the latter it naturally became an article of fashion,
of ornament and of luxuty. - This, in'brief, has been the history

' of its use in China, Tatary, Russid, Siberia and North America,

and at present the employment of fancy furs among civilized
nations has grown to be more extensive than at any former period.

The supply of this demand in earlier times led to such severe
competitlon as to terminate in tribal pillages and even national
wars; and in modern times it has led to commercial ventures
on the part of individuals and companies, the account of which,
told in its plainest form, reads like the pages of romance. Furs
have constituted the price of redemption for royal captives,
the gifts of emperors and kings, and the peculiar badge of state
functionaries. At the present day they. vie with precious gems
and gold as ornaments and garniture for weaith and fashion;
but by their abundance, and the cheapness of some varieties,
they have recently come within the reach’'of men of moderate
incomes. The history of furs can.be read in Marco Polo, as
he grows eloquent with the description-of the rich skins of the
khan of Tatary; in the early fathers of the church, who lament
their introduction into Rome and Byzantium as an evidenceé of
barbaric and debasing luxury; in the political history of Russia,
stretching out a powerful arm over Siberia to secure her rich
treasures; in the story of the French occupation of Canada,
and the ascent of the St Lawrence to Lake Superior, and the
subsequent contest to. retain possession .against. England; in
the history of early settlements of New England, New York
and Virginia; in Irvmg s Astorid; in the records of the Hudson’s
Bay Company; and in the annals of the fairs held at Nizhniy
Novgorod and Leipzig. Here it may suffice to give some account
of the present condition of the trade in fancy furs. The collection
of skins is now chiefly a matter of pnvate enterprlse Few,- 1f
any, monopolies exist.

Natural Supplies—We are dependent upon the Carnivora,
Rodentia, Ungulata and Marsupialia for our supplies of furs,
the first two classes being by far of the greatest importance. The
Carnivora include bears, wolverines, wolves, raccoons, fokes,
sables, martens, skunks, kolinskis, fitch, fishers, ermines; cats,
sea otters, fur seals, hair seals, lions, tigers, leopards, lynxes,
Jackals, &c _The Rodentia include beavers, nutrias; musk-rats
or musquash, marmots, ‘hamsters, cmnchﬂlas hares rabbits,
squirrels, &c, . The Ungulatamclude Persian, Astxachan Cnmean,
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Chinese and Tibet lambs, mouflon, guanaco, goats, ponies, &c.
The ‘Marsupialia include opossums, wallabies and kangaroos.
These, of course, could be subdivided, but for general purposes
of the: iur trade the above is deemed sufficient.

The. question frequently arises, not only for those interested
in the. production of fur apparel, but for those who derive so
much comfort and pleasure from its use, whether the supply of
fur-bearing animals is likely to be exhausted. Although it is
a fact that the demand is ever increasing, and that some of the
rarer animals are decreasing in numbers, yet on the other hand
some kinds of furs are occasionally neglected through vagaries of
fashion, which give nature an opportunity to replenish their
source.. These respites are, however, becoming fewer every day,
and what were formerly the most neglected kinds of furs are
becoming more and more sought after. The supply of some of
the most valuable, such as sable, silver and natural black fox,
sea otter and ermine, which are all taken from animals of a more
or less shy nature, does very gradually decrease with persistent
hunting and the encroachment of man upon the districts where
they live, but the climate of these vast regions is so cold and
inhospitable that the probabilities of man ever permanently
inhabiting them in numbers sufficient to scare away or exter-
minate the fur-bearing wild animals is unlikely. Besides these
there are many useful, though commonplace, fur-bearing animals
like mink, musquash, skunk, raccoon, opossum, hamster, rabbit,
hares and moles, that thrlve by depredatlons upon cultlvated
land. Some of these are reared upon extensive wild farms.
In addition there are domestic fur-bearing animals, such as
Persian, Astrachan and Chinese lambs, and goats, easily bred
and available.

With regard to the rearing of the Persian lamb, there is a
prevalent idea that the skins of the unborn lamb are frequently
used; this, however, is a mistake. A few such skins have been
taken but theyare too delicate to be of any service. The youngest,
known as. ‘ broadtails,” are killed when a few days old, but for
the well-developed curly fur, the lambs must be six or seven weeks
old.” During these weeks their bodies are covered with leather
so that the fur may develop in close, light and clean curls. The
experiment has been tried of rearing rare, wild, fur-bearing
animals in captivity, and although climatic conditions and food

have been precisely as in their natural environment, the fur has |

been poor in quality and bad in colour, totally unlike that taken
from animals in the wild state. The sensation of fear or the re-
striction of movement and the obtaining of food without exertion
evidently prevent the normal development of the creature.

In mountainous districts in the more temperate zones some
good supplies are found. Chinchillas and nutrias are obtained
from South America, whence come also civet cats, jaguars,
ocelots and pumas. Opossums and wallabies, good useful furs,
come from Australia and New Zealand. The martens, foxes
and otters imported from southern Europe and southern Asia,
are very mixed in quality, and the majority are poor compared
with those of Canada and the north.

Certain characteristics in the skin reveal to the expert from
what section of territory they come, but in classifying them it
is considered stfficient to mention territories only.

Some of the poorer sorts of furs, such as hamster, marmot,
Chinese goats and lambs, Tatar ponies, weasels, kaluga, various
monkeys, antelopes, foxes, otters, jackals and others from the
warmer zones, which until recently were neglected on account
of their inferior quality of colour, by the better class of the trade,
are now being deftly dressed or dyed in Europe and America,
and good effects are produced, although the lack of quality when
compared with the better furs from colder climates which possess
full top hair, close underwool and supple leathers, is readily
manifest. It is only the pressure of increasing demand that makes
marketable hard pelts with harsh brittle hair of nondescript
hiue; and these would, naturally, be the last to attract the notice
of: dealcrs

As it is impossible that we shall ever discover any new fur-
bearing animals other than those we know, it behoves responsible
authorities to enforce close seasons and restrictions, as to the

- family and is very rare, the skins bringing a high price.
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sex and age, in the killing for the purpose of equalizing the
numbers of the catches. As evidence of indiscriminate slaughter
the case of the American buffaloes may be cited. ~ At one time
thousands of buffalo skins were obtainable and provided material
for most useful coats and rugs for rough wear in cold regions,
but to-day only a herd or so of the animals remain,; and in
captivity.

The majority of animals taken for their fur are trapped or
snared, the gun being avoided as much as possible in order that
the coat may be quite undamaged. Many weary hours are
spent in setting baits, traps and wires, and, frequently, when
the hunter retraces his steps to collect the quarry it is only to
find it gone, devoured by some large animal that has visited
his traps before him. After the skins have been carefully
removed—the sooner after death the better for the subsequent
condition of the fur—they are lightly tacked out, pelt outwards,
and, without being exposed to the sun or close contact with a
fire, allowed to dry in a hut or shady place where there is some
warmth or movement of air. With the exception of sealskins,
which are pickled in brine, all raw skins come to the various
trade markets simply dried like this.

Quality and Colour.—The best fur is obtained by killing
animals when the winter is at its height and the colder the season
the better its quality and colour. Fur skins taken out of season
are indifferent, and the hair is liable to shed itself freely; a
good furrier will, however, reject such faulty specimens in the

.manufacturing. The finest furs are obtained from the Arctic

and northern regions, and the lower the latitude the less full and
silky the fur, till, at the torrid zone, fur gives place to harsh hair
without any underwool. The finest and closest wools are
possessed by the amphibicus Carnivora and Rodentia, viz. seals,
otters, beavers, nutrias and musquash, the beauty of which is
not seen until after the stiff water or top hairs are pulled out
or otherwise removed. In this class of animal the underneath
wool of the belly is thicker than that of the back, while the
opposite is true of those found on the land. The sea otter, one
of the richest and rarest of furs, especially for men’s wear, is an
exception to this unhairing process, which it does not require,
the hair being of the same length as the wool, silky and bright,
quite the reverse of the case of other aquatic animals.

Of sealskins there are two distinct classes, the fur seals and the
hair seals. The latter have no growth of fur under the stiff top
hair and are killed, with few exceptions (generally of the marbled
seals), on account of the oil and leather they yield. The best
fur seals are found off the Alaska coast and down as far south
as San Francisco.

It is found that in densely wooded districts furs are darker in
colour than in exposed regions, and that the quality of wool and
hair is softer and more silky than those from bare tractsof country,
where nature exacts from its creatures greater efforts to secure
food, thereby developing stronger limbs and a consequently
coarser body covering.

As regards density of colour the skunk or black marten has -
the blackest fur, and some cats of the domestic kind, specially
reared for their fur, are nearly black. Black bears have occasion-

. ally very black coats, but the majority have a brownish under-

The natural black fox is a member of the silver fox
Most
silver foxes have dark necks and in some the dark shade runs a
quarter, half-way, or three-quarters, or even the whole length
of the skin, but it is rather of a brownish hue. Some Russian
sables are of a very dense bluish brown almost a black, which is
the origin undoubtedly of the term ‘““sables,” while some, from
one district in particular, have a quantity of silver hairs, evenly
interspersed in the fur, a peculiarity which has nothing to do
with age. The best sea otters have very dark coats which are
highly esteemed, a few with silver hairs in parts; where these
are equally and evenly spread the skins are very valuable. Otters
and beavers that run dark in the hair or wool are more¢ valuable
than the paler ones, the wools of which are frequently touched
with a chemical to produce a golden shade. This is “also done
with nutrias after unhamng The darker sorts cof mink,

wool.
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musquash, raccoon -and wolverine’ are more valuable than the |

paler skins. - c . o
Collective Supplies and Sales—There are teun large American’

and Canadian companies with ‘extensive systems for gathering |

the annual hauls of skins from the far-scattered trappers. ‘These
are the Hudson’s Bay Co., Russian Fur Co., Alaska Commercial

Co., North American Commercial Co., Russian Sealskin Co., |

Harmony Fur Co.; Royal Greenland Fur Co., American Fur Co.,
Missouri Co. and Pacific Co.: Most of the raw skins are forwarded

to about half-a-dozen brokers in London, who roughly sort them |
in-convenient lots, issuing catalogues to the traders of the world, |

and after due time for examination of the goods by intending

purchasers; the lots are sold by public auction.: ' The principal |

sales of general furs are held in .London in January @nd March;
smaller offerings being made in' June and Octoeber; while the

bulk of ‘fursealskins -is 'sold separately in: December., The |

Hudson’s Bay ‘Co:’s sales take placet before the others, and, as
no reserves are placed -on any lot, the results aré taken as exactly

indicating current values.’ ‘While many buyers from America |

and Russia ‘are personally in attendance at the sales; many more

are represented by London and Leipzig agents who buy for them |
upor: commission. “In ‘addition to' the fur skins coming from |- -

North America vast numbers from Russia, Siberia, China, Japan,

Australia and Seuth America are offered during the same periods |
at public auction. = Fairs are also held in Siberia, Russia and |

Germany for the distribution of fur skins as-follows:—""

January: ' Frankfort-on-the- ' Small collection of pro- -
: QOder. .~ vincial produce;: such . -
. -.:-as otter, fox, fitgh and
. - . ... marten. . ,

" February: Irbit, Sibefia . . General Russian furs.
Easter: Leipzig, Gérmany ' General furs. S
August: . Nizhniy Novgorod, Persian lamb and general

. . Rugsia - - Cfurs.. .

. August: - Kiakhta, Siberia . . Chinese furs and ermine.

December:* Ishim, Siberia . Chiefly squirrels. '

" Of course there are many transactions, generally in the cheaper
and coarser kinds of furs, used only in central Europe, Russia
and Asia which in no way interest the London market, and there

are many direct consignments of skins from collectors in America |

and Russia to Lordon, New York and Leipzig merchants, But
the bulk of the fine furs of the world is sold at the large public
trade auction sales in London. The chief exceptions are the
Persian and Astrachan lambs, which are bought at the Russian
fairs, and are dressed and dyed in Leipzig, and the ermine and
Rdssian'sq,\ﬁrrels, which are dressed and manufactured into
linings either in Russia or Germany before offered for sale to the
wholesale merchants or manufacturers. » .

The annual collection of fur skins varies considerably in
quantity according to-the demand and to the good or bad climatic
conditions of the season} and it is impossible to give a complete

record, as many skins are used in the country of their origin or |

exported direct to merchants. But a fairly exact statement of
the numbers sold in the great public.trade auction sales in
London during the year 190 5-1006 is berewith set out. .
~ Year ending 315t of March 1906. - Totalt_ l\SIlt{ximber ;
' o © " " of Skins.

- Badger . . - 28,634
Badger, Japanese e el .76,026: .
.. Bear o . PRI e e 18,576 -
_Beaver. .. T . 80,514
Cat, Civet 157,915
* Cat, House . EEPEEN : i 126,703
gy WildD L s T 0 T e T 32,288
i - Chinchilla (La Plata), known also as Bastard .- - 43,578
m Peruvian finest . . . . R 5,603
“Deer, Chinese e ' 124,355
““Ermine ' . . - 40,641
Fisher : 5,949
Fitch. ... : 77,378,
Fox, Blue. . . 1,893 .
,» Cross . 10,276
iy Grey | 59,561
. Japanese : 81,429
oo Kit . 4,023 .
st Red . K 158,961
. 5 Silver . L 2,510
Y, White- . o ¥ 27,463
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Goats, Chinese -~ .~ .. O . . 26I,190
Hares . , .~ .. . X 41,256
Kangaroo R . T . . . 7,115
Kid, Chinese linings and skins equal to . . 5,080,047
Kolinsky . s PR N © 114,251
Lamb, Mongolian linings and skins équal to 214,072
9 Sl'ink . ” ";) : " I67r372

» Tibet I Y - ” 794,130
‘Leopard . Lo . ) 3,574
‘Lynx . A 88,822
...~ Marmot, linings and skinsequal to .. . . . . 1,600,600
- -Marten, Baum . . B T TN 4,573
s Japanese : C e 16,461

5 Stone R R . 12,939
Mink, Canadian and‘American | .. ' 7 299,254
4, . Japanese RN S 360,373
ouffon .« . ... o, oL 23,594

- Musk-rat or Musquash, Brown_ . 5,120,339
T " " Black " ‘41,‘7’%8
‘Nutria ol . 82,474
Opossum, American = . . LT 902,065
Do Australian. . 4,161,685
Otter, River U 21,235
L Sea Lo 522
Raccoon .~ . Lo . 310,712
Sable, Canadianand American ... - 97,282
n apanese s n - 556

» - - Russian . . . . . 26,39
Seals, Fur R ) : 77,30’8‘
,, - Hair .- © 31,943
Skunk . o 1,068,408
Squirrel. . - . .. oLl L . 194,596

. »  Linings each averaging 126 skins.. 1,982,736
' Tiger . e 392
‘Wallaby 60,956
Wolf. . 56,642
Wolverine . 1726
Wombat . . <o 1 193,625

A brief account of the different qualities of.the pelts, with
some general remarks as to their customary uses, follows. The
prices. quoted are subject to constant fluctuation and represent.
purely trade priges for bulk, and it should be explained that the

- very great variations are due to, different sizes, qualities and
colours, and moreover are only first cost, before skins are dressed.
‘and prepared. These preparations are in some cases expensive,

and there is generally a considerable percentage of waste. The
prices cannot be taken as a guide to the wholesale price of a

-single and finished skin, but. simply as relativs value.

The fullest and darkest skins of each kind are the most valu-
able, and, in cases of bluish grey or white, the fuller, clearer and
brighter are the more expensive. A few albinos. are found in
every species, but whatever their value to a museum, they are of
little commercial importance. Some. odd lots. of sking arrive
designated simply as *“ sundries,” so no classification is possible,
and this will account for the absence of a few names of skins of
which the imports are insignificant in quantity, or are received
direct by the wholesale merchants. . : ’

‘ ; Names, Qualities and

ASTRACHAN.—See Lambs, below. . -

BADGER.—Size 2 X1 {t. - American sorts have coarse thick under-
wool of a pale fawn or stone colour with a growth of longer black

Ufes : of Pelts1

- and: white hairs, 3.0r 4 in: long; a very durable but clumsy - fur.
- The:best skins are exported to France, Spain and Italy, and used for
| carriage rugs and military. purposes.  Asiatic, including Japanese,
" | skins are more woolly, - Russian and Prussian kinds are coarser and
" | darker, 4nd used ‘mostly for brush trade. “Value 6d. to 19s.

“BEAR, AUSTRALIAN.—See Wombat, below. o
- BEAR, BLACE.—Size 6 X3 ft. Fine dark brown underwool with

- bright black and flowing to§ hair 4 in. long. . Cubs.are nearly as lon:
 in the hair although oiily a
' better, but have the advantage of being very much lighter in" pelt.

out half the size and not only softer an

Widely distributed in North America; the bést come from Canada,
are costly and are used: for military caps, boas, muffs,: trimmidgs;
carriage rugs and coachmen’s capes, and the fur wears exceedingly.
well. "Value 17s. 6d. to 86s. Those from East India and warm
climates are harsh, poor and only fit for floor rugs. R

BeARr, BROWN.—Size 6X3 ft. Similar in quality to the bldeck;
but far more limited in number; - the colours range from light yellow
to a rich dark brown. = The best come from Hudson Bay territory
and are valuable. Used for muffs, trimmings, boas, and carriage

-1 The measurements given aré ffom nose to root-of tail of average
large sizes after the dressing process, which has a shrinking tendency.
The depths of fur quoted are the greatest, but there are plenty of
good useful skins possessing a lesser depth. '~ ‘
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rugs. Inferior sorts, almost grizzly in effect and 'some very- pale,
are found'in Europe and Asia and are mostlﬂ used locally. In India
there'is a'spéties called Isabelline bear, which was formerly imported
to' Great }gfitain, but does not now aftrive in any quantity worth
mentiotitng. - Value 10s. 6d. to'60s., Isabelline sort 10s. 6d. to 78s. °

'BEAR, GRIzzLY.—Size 8X4 ft.  Coarse hair, heavy pelt, mostly’
dark yellowish and brown colours, only found in western parts'of’
Uniteéd States; Russia and Siberia. Used as carriage rugs and floor
rugs, ‘most durable for latter purpose and of fine effect. They are
about half the vdlue of brown bear. Value 15s. to 54s. :

BEAR, ISABELLINE.—See Bear, Brown, above.

BEAR, WHITE.—Size 10X5 ft. ' The largest of all bears.” Short
clése hair except ‘on flanks, colour white to vellow, " An inhabitant’
of the Arctic circle, best from Greenland. Used for flcor rugs, very
durablé; and very white'specimens are valuable. - Valué 20s. to 520s,

“BEAVER. Size 3X2 ft." Theé largest of rodents, it possesses. a
close underwool of bluish-browd hue, nearly an inch in depth, with
coarse, bright, black or reddish-brown top hair, 3 in. long. Found
widely in North America.’ After being urhaired the darkest wools
are ‘the most valuable, although many pecple prefer the briglhit,
lightet' brown tones. ~Used for ‘€ollars, cuffs, boas, muffs, trimmings,
cdat linings and carriagé apron§, and i§'6f a most durable ndture; i’
a‘ddit?ign to having a rich and ‘good appedrance.
9s.6d. ' k o )
SQB.ROADTAIL.u—LSee‘ Lambs, below. . i : S

CaracaL.~A small lynx from India, the fur very poor, seldom
imiported. © I R

“"CARACUL.—See ‘Goats and Lambs, below; - e

“Car;, CivEt.—Size 9 X4} in., short, thick and ‘dark underwool
with'silky black top hair 'with irfegular and’ unique' white markings.:
It is similar to skiink; but is muck lighter in weight, softer and less-
full, without any disagreeablé odour. “Used for ¢oat linings it is'
very warm and durable. ‘A few come from China, but the fur is

yellowish-grey, slightly spotted and worth little. ‘Valiié“‘ls"."‘ld‘f :

to 1s. 11d. : R
*'Car, Housg, &c.—18X9 in., mostly black and dark brown,
imported from Holland, Bavaria, America and Russia, where they
are reared for their coats. The best, from Holland, are used for coat
linings. - Although in colour, weight and warmith they are excellent,
the fur is apt to. become loose and to fall off with friction of wear.
The black are known as genet, although the true genet is a spotted’
wild cat. Wild sorts of ‘the tabby order are coarser, and not $o good
and silky in effect as when domestically reared. Value of the
black sorts 2d. to 3s. - Wild 9d. to 14s. Some small wild cats, very
poor flat fur of a pale fawn colour with yellow spots, are imported
from Australia and-used for linings. - Value 5%—d, to 1s. 1d.
CueeTAH.—Size of a small leopard and similar in colour, but has
black spots in lieu of rings. Only a few are now imported, which are
used for mats.  Value 2s. 6d. to 18-~ - R )
+CHINCHILLA, PERUVIAN and BOLIVIAN.—Size 12 X7 in., fur I to
1} in. deep. Delicate blue-grey with black shadings, one of nature’s
most beautiful productions, though not a durable one. Used for
ladies’ coats, -stoles, muffs, hats and trimmings. Yearly becoming
seafcer and most costly. - Value 8s. 6d. to 56s. 8d. ‘
CuiINCHILLA, LA PLATA, incorrectly named and known inthe trade

as *‘ bastard chinchilla,” size g X4 in., in a similar.species, but owing
to lower altitudes and warmer climatic conditions of habitation
is smaller, with shorter and less beautiful fur, the underwool colour
being darker and the top colour less pure.. Used exactly as the
better kind, and the picked skins are most effective. As with the
best gg”rt it is' not serviceable for constant wear. Value 4s. 2d. to
‘?CHINCHILL‘ONE.——Size 13 X 81in., obtained also from South America.
Fur is longer and weaker and poorer and yellower than chinchilla.’
Probably a crossbred animal, very limited importation. -Value
3s.6d. to 16s. 8d. : e R S

< DeER; CHINESE and East INDIAN.—Small, light, pelted skins,
the majority ‘of which are used for mats. - Reindeer andother:
vitieties® are of little  iriterest for use other than trophy mats.
THousarids'are taken for the leather trade. Value of Chinese 1s. 2d.

to-ts. 6d.'éach.:

i

courntriés are those imported from China, which are heavy and
%gai;sb,‘r:;ind’ only used in the cheaperitrade, chiefly for rugs. Value
VOIS, i : Sadnoeos
“Do6 WOoLF.—See. Wolf, below. . S N
7IERMINE.—Size 12 X2}in. Underwool short 4nid even, with a'shadé
lgniper top hair. Pelt light and close in texture, and durable. - In
the height of ‘wiiiter the colour is piire white with exception of the
tip ek tail; which is quite black. Supplies are obtained from Sibetia
- and>America. ‘Best are from Ishim in Siberia. Used for cloak
linings, * stoles, muffs and trimmings, also' for embellishment of
British state, parliamentary and legal robes. When this fur is
metrically spotted with black lamb pieces it is styled miniver,
in'which form it is'used at the grand coronation functions of British
sgviereighs: - Value 1s. 3d. to 8s. 6d. ) t :
<! RspER=Size 30X 12 in., tail 12 to 18 in. long, the largest of the
nilrteds; Has-a dark shaded deep:underwool with fine, glossy, dark
atid 'strong top-hait’2in. ‘'or more long. ~ Best obtained from British
Antéticai+ The tails are almost black and make up most handsomely

. Value' 10s. 'to'|
» ‘| -animal is now only regarded for the sport it provides.

| principally German, Russian and

Doc.=The only dogs that are used in ‘the fur trade in civilized |
:hair black: to-silve

| tip. Value £1 to £320.,

. Bay, Newfoundland, Greenland, Labrador and Siberia.
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into trimmings, muffs, &c. Tails worked sepatately in thesé forms'are
as rich and fine and more durable than any other fur suitable for'a
like purpose. The fur of the skin itself is' something like a dark
silky raccoon, but is not as attractive as the tails. Value 12s. to 46s.

Frrcu.—Size 12 X3 in., of the marten species, also known as the
‘pole cat.” Yellow underwool % in. deep, black top Hair, 1% to 12 in.
long, very fine and open ‘in growth, and not close as in martens.
‘Largest ‘skins come from Denmark, Holland and Germany. " The
Russian are smaller, but more silky.and, as now dyed, makea cheap
‘and. fair substitute for sable. They .are excellent for linings of
iladies’ coats, being of light weight and fairly strong in the pelt.
;En%}ish mayors’ and civic officials’ robes are frequently trimmed
:with this fur in lieu of sable. Valiue of the German variety 2s. to
.58, 6d..and of the Russian 7d. to'1s. 4d. . *° o T
i "Fox, BLUE.—Size 24X8 in. Underwool thick and long. ' Top
‘hair fine and not so plentiful as in other foxes. Found in Alaska,
:Hudson Bay térritory, Archangel and Greenland. - Although called
blaée, the colour is a 'slaty or drab tone.  Those from Archangel are
. more silky ‘and of a smoky bluish colour and are the most valuable.
i These are scarce and ¢onsequently dear. The white foxes that are’
dyed ‘smoke and celestial blue are brilliant and totally’ unlike the
:brownet shadés of this fox. Value 34s. to 1955. . s

Fox, CoMmon.—Thé variation of size and qualig is considerable,

reat Britain the
On the
‘European continent, however, some hundreds of thousands of skins,
Norwegian, are ‘sold annually,
‘for home use, and for dyeing and exportation, chiefly to the United
‘States. - Theé qualities do not compare with those species found in
-North' America and ‘the Arctic circle. ' The Asiatic, African and’
:South’ American varietiés are, with the exception of those taken in
the mountains, poorly furred and usually brittle and therefore of no'
‘great servide. 'No comimercial value can be quoted. .~ = -
- Fox, Cross.—Size 20 X7 in., are about as large as the silver and
generally have'a pale yellowish or orange tone with some silvery
: points and 4 darkish cross marking on the shoulders. Some dre very.
.similar to' the pale red fox from the North-West of America and'a’
few are exceptionally 'large. ' The darkest and best come from.
Labrador:and Hudson ‘Bay, and the ordinary sorts from the north-’
west of the United States and, as with silver and other kinds, the’
"quality is inferior when taken from warmer latitudes. Value 10s. 6d.
to 60s. N U ’

Fox, GREY.—Size 27X 10 in.  Has 4 close dark drab -underwool’
with yellowish grizzly, grey, regular and coarse top hair. The
majority, used for the trade come from Virginia and the southern
and western parts of the United States. Those from ‘the west are
larger than the average, with more fur of a brighter tone.  The fur
-is fairly serviceable for carriage rugs, the leather being stout, but its
-harshness of quality and nondescript colour does not contribute to
make it a favourite. Value gd. to 4s. od. o

Fox, JAPANESE.—See Fox, Red, and Raccoon, below. . N

Fox, Kit.~Sizé 20 X6.in. The underwool is short and soft, as
‘is ‘also the top hair, which is of very pale grey mixed with somé
yellowish-white hair. It is the smallest of foxes, and is found in’
:Canada’and the northern section of the United States. It is similar
‘in colour and quality to the prairie fox and to many kinds from the
‘warmer zones, such as from Turkey, eastern Asia and elsewheré.’
Value 1s. 3d. to §s. 6d. = : ) ) :

* ~ Fox, REp.—Bize 24 X8 in., though a few kinds are much larger.
‘The underwool. is long and soft and the hair plentiful and strong.
‘It is foutid widely in the northern parts of America and in smaller
-numbers ‘sotith of ‘the United Stdtes, alsp’ in China, Japan and
Australia. The colours vary from pale yellowish to a dark red;
.some being very brilliant. Those of Kamschatka are rich and fine in,
quality. “ Farther north, especially near the sea, the fur is coarse.
Where the best coloured skins are not used for carriage rugs they are

‘and the colour is anything from grey to red. In

‘extensively dyed, and badger and ‘other white hairs ‘are inserted
ito resemble silver fox. ‘ They are also dyed’ a sable colour. The

“skins,. being ‘the strongest of foxes’, both in the fur and pelt) are

.serviceable.  The preparatiotis in irnit_ation of the natural black and
, silver sorts are very good and attractive. Value 1s.'to 41s.

"Fox, SILVER. Size 30X10 in. Underwool close and fine. ' Top
, 3 in. long.. The fur upon the necks usually
runs dark, almost.black, and in some cases the fur is black halfway’
down the length of the skin, in rarer cases three-quarters of the

‘lilength_and, in. the most exceptional instances, the whole length;
and when this is the c¢ase they are known as*‘ Natural Black Foxes ”

and fetch erormous prices. The éven silvery sorts are highly
esteemed, and. the fur is one of the most effective and precious:’

" The finest are taken in Labrador. The farther south they are found;

the poorer and coarser the fur. The brush has invariably a white

Fox, WaITe.~~Size 20X 7 in:" Animals of this species are generally
small in size and inhabit the extreme northern sections o Hucgls‘?xx;

e
Canadian are silky ini nature and inclined to'a creamy colour, while
the Siberian are more woolly and rather whiter. Those taken in
central Asia near or in Chinese territory are poorer and yellowish.

| The underwool in all sorts is generally of a bluish-grey tone; but the

top hair'in the depth of winter is usually full enough in quaritity to
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hide any such variation. Those skins in which the underwool is
quite white are rare and much more expensive. In summer speci-
mens of this species, as with other white furred animals, have slightly
discoloured coats. The skins that are not perfectly white are dyed
jet black, dark or light smoke, violet-blue, blue-grey, and also in
imitation of the drab shades of the natural blue. Value 18s, to 66s.
GENET.—Size 10X 4 in. The genet proper is a small white spotted
cat found in Europe, but the quantity is too small to be of commercial
interest. The name has been adopted for the black cats used so
much in the trade. (See Cafs, above.) Value 1s. to 6s. 6d.
GoaTs.—Size varies greatly. The European, Arabian and East
Indian kinds are seldom used for rugs, the skins are chiefly dressed
as leather for books and furniture, and the kids for boots and gloves,
and the finer wool and hair are woven into various materials. Many

from Russia are dyed black for floor and carriage rugs; the hair is’

brittle, with poor underwool and not very durable; the cost, however,
is small.
grey and white, usually ready dressed and made into rugs of two
skins each. A great many are dyed black and brown, in imitation
of bear, and are used largely in the western parts of the United
States and Canada for sleigh and carriage rugs.: Many are used for
their leather. Thousands of the kids are also gyed black and worked
into cross-shaped pieces, in which shape they are largely exported
to Germany, France, Great Britain and America, and sold by the
retail as caracal, kid or caracul. The grey ones are in good demand
for motor coats. The word caracul has been adopted from the
Turkish and signifies black-eared. See also Lambs, caracul. Value
of Chinese white 3s. 6d. to 6s. 6d.; grey, 4s. to 6s. od.

The Angora from the heights of central Asia Minor has curly,
fleecy, silky, white wool, 4 to 7 in. long. The fur is not used in Great
Britain, as formerly, and the %reater quantity, known as mobhair,
is now 1mported for purposes o
some years since introduced into Cape Colony, but its wool is not
so good as the Asiatic breed. Good business, however, is done with
the product, but chiefly for leather. Value 4s. to 12s. 6d.

The Mongolian goat has a very soft silk underwool, and after the
long top hair is removed it is dressed and imported and erronecusly
named mouflon. The colour is a light fawn, but it is so pale that it
lends itself to be dyed any colour. It was popular some years since
in the cheaper trade, but it is not now much seen in England. Value
2s. to 6s. :

The Tibet goat is similar to the Angora in the fineness of its wool,
and many are used in the making of cashmere shawls. The Tibet
lamb so largely imported and nsed for children’s wear is often mis-
called Tibet goat. Value 3s. to 7s. 6d.

GuaNaco.—Size 30X15 in. [s a species of goat found in Pata-
gonia and other parts of South America. It has a very long neck and
exceedingly soft woolly fur of a light reddish-fawn colour with very
white flanks. It is usually imported in small quantities, native
dressed, and ready made into rugs. The dressing is hard and
brittle. If the skins are dressed in Europe they afford a very com-
fortable rug, though a very marked one in effect. They have a
similar wool to the vicuna, but coarser and redder; both are largely
used in South America. Value Is. to 4s. 6d.

HaMsTER.—Size 8X3% in. A destructive rodent, is found in
great numbers in Russia and Germany. The fur is very flat and poor,
of a yellowish pale brown with a little marking of black. Being
of a light weight it is used for linings. Value 3d. to 1s.

HARE.—Size 24X9 in. The common hare of Europe does not
much interest the furrier, the fur being chiefly used by makers of
hatters' felt. The white hares, however, of Russia, Siberia and other
regions in the Arctic circle are very largely used in the cheaper trade
of Europe, America and the British colonies. The fur is of the
whitest when killed in winter, and that upon the flanks of the animal
is very much longer than that upon its back. The flanks are usually
cut off and made into muffs and stoles. The hair is, however, brittle
and is not at all durable. This fur is dyed jet black and various
shades of brown and grey, and manufactured into articles for the
small drapers and for exportation. The North American hares
are also dyed black and brown and used in the same way. Value
of white 2d. to s5d. ! .

JackaL.—Size 2 to 3 ft. long. Is found in India and north and
south Africa. Indian are light brown and reddish, those from the
Cape are dark grey and rather silvery. Few are imported. . Fur
generally pc?or and harsh, only suitable for carriage rugs. Value
1s. to 3s. 6d. )

Jacuar.—Size 7 to 10 ft. long. Is found in Mexico and British
Honduras. The markings are an irregular ring formation with a
spot in the centre. Leopards havé rings only and cheetahs solid
spots. - Suitable only for hearthrugs. Supply very limited. Value

s. to 45s. . . .
5 KAL(?GA.—See Souslik, below.

KaNGAR00.—The sizes vary congiderably, some being huge,
others quite small. The larger varieties, viz. the red and the great,
do not usually interest furriers, the fur being harsh and poor without
underwool. They are tanned for the leather trade. The sorts used
for carriage aprons, coat linings and the outside of motor coats
include: blue kangaroo, bush kangaroo, bridled kangaroo, wallaroo,
yellow kangaroo, rock wallaby, swamp wallaby and short-tailed
wallaby. Many of the swamp sort are dyed to imitate skunk and

.dyed and used as a substitute for sable.

The Chinese export thousands of similar skins in black,

weaving. This species of goat was.

"| medium orange brown colour, but full in fur. !
"less full and not so dark. The Bengal are dark and medivm in cclour,
_short and hard hair, but useful for floor rugs, as they do not hold the
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look well. Generally the colours are yellowish or brown. Some are
dark brown as in the swamp, which being strong are suitable for
motor coats. The rock wallabies are soft and woolly and often of a

‘pretty bluish tone, and make moderately useful carriage rugs and

perambulator aprons. The redder and browner sorts are also good
for rugs as they are thick in the pelt. On the European continent
many of these are dyed. The best of the lighter weights are fre-
quently insufficiently strong in the hair to stand the friction of wear
in a coat lining. Value, kangaroo gd. to 3s., wallaby 1id. to 5s. 3d.,
wallaroo Is. to gs. 6d. E

Kips.-—See Goats, above.

Kovrinsky.—Size 12X2% in. Is one of the marten tribe. The
underwool is short and rather weak, but regular, as is also the top
hair; the colour is usually yellow. They have been successfully
Y They are found in Siberia,
Amoor, China.and Japan, but the best are from Siberia. They are
light in weight and therefore suitable for linings of coats. The tails
are used for artists’ ‘' sable ” brushes. The fur has often been
designated as red or Tatar sable. Value 1s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. :

LamBs.—The sorts that primarily interest the fur trade in Europe
and America are those from south Russia, Persia and Afghanistan,
which are included under the following wholesale or retail com-
mercial terms: Persian lamb, broadtail, astrachan, Shiraz, Bokharan
and caracul lamb. With the public the general term astrachan is an
old one, embracing all theabove curly sorts; theflatterkinds,asbroad-
tail and caracul lamb, have always been named separately. The
Persian lambs, size 18 X9 in., are the finest and the best of them.
When dressed and dyed they should have regular, close and bright
curl, varying from a small to a very large one, and if of equal size,
regularity, tightness and brightness, the value is comparatively a
matter of fancy. Those that are dull and loose, or very coarse and
flat in the curl, are of far less market value.

All the above enumerated lambs are naturally a rusty black or
brown, and with very few exceptions are dyed a jet black. Lustre,
however, cannot be imparted unless the wool was originally of a
silky nature. Broadtails, size 10X 5 in., are the very young of the
Persian sheep, and are killed before the wool has time to develop
beyond the flat wavy state which can be best compared to a piece
of moiré silk. They are naturally exceedingly light in weight, and
those that are of an even pattern, possessing a lustrous sheen, are
costly. There is, notwithstanding, a great demand for these from
the fashionable world, as not only are they very effective, but being
so flat in the wool the figure of the wearer can be shown as perfectly
as in a garment made of silk. It cannot be regarded as an economical
fur, as the pelt is too delicate to resist hard wear.

Persian Lamb price 12s. 6d. to 25s.
- Broadtail , 10s. » 358

Astrachan, Shiraz and Bokharan lambs, size 22 by 9 in., are of a

‘coarser, looser curl, and chiefly used for coat linings, while the

Persians are used for outside of garments, collars, cuffs, stoles, muffs,
hats and trimmings and gloves. The so-called caracul lambs, size
12 X6 in., are the very young of the astrachan sheep, and the pick
of them are almost as effective as broadtails, although less fine in the
texture. See also remarks as to caracul kid under Goats, above.

Astrachan  price 1s. to 5s. 6d.
Caracul Lamb ,, 2s. 6d,, 10s. 6d.
Shiraz »  4s.6d,, 10s.

Bokharan »  Is.6d, 3s.6d.

Grey lambs, size 24 X 10 in., are obtained from the Crimea and known
in the trade as “ crimmers.” They are of a similar nature to the
caracul lambs, but looser in curl, ranging from a very light to a
dark grey. The best are the pale bluish greys, and are chiefly used
for ladies’ coats, stoles, muffs and hats. Price 2s. to 6s. Mongolian
lambs, size 24 X135 in., are of a short wavy loose curl, creamy white
colour, and are usually exported from China dressed, the majority
being ready-made into cross-shaped coats or linings. They are used
principally for linings of good evening wraps for ladies. Price 1s.
to 2s. 6d. Slink lambs come from South America and China. The
former are very small and generally those that are stillborn. They
have a particularly thin pelt with very close wool of minute curl.
The China sorts are much larger. The smallest are used for glove
linings and the others for opera cloak linings. Price Is. to 6s, 6d.
LEOPARD.—Size 3 to 6 ft. long. There are several kinds, the chief
being the snow or ounce, Chinese, Bengal, Persian, East Indian and
African. The first variety inhabit the Himalayas and are beautifull
covered with a deep soft fur quite long compared to the flat hars;:
hair of the Bengal sort. The colours are pale orange and white with
very dark markings, a strong contrast making a fine effect, Most
artists prize these skins.above all others. The Chinese are of a
The East Indian are

dust like the fuller and softer hair of the kinds previously named.
They are also used for drummers’ aprons and saddle cloths in the
Indian army. The African are small with pale lemon colour grounds
very. closely marked with black spots on the skin, the strong con-
trast making a pleasing effect. Occasionally, where something very
marked is wanted, skating jackets and carriage aprons are made
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from the softest and flattest of skins, but usually they are made into
settee covers, floor rugs and foot muffs. Value 2s. to 40s. i

LioN.—Size 5 to 6 ft. long. These skins are found in Africa,
Arabia and part of India, and are every year becoming scarcer.
They are only used for floor rugs, and the males are more highly
esteemed on account of the set-off of the mane. "Value, lions’ fio
to £100; lionesses’ £5 to £25. )

vYNX.—Size 45X 20 in. The underwool is thinner than fox, but
the top hair is fine, silky and flowing, zLin. long, of a pale grey,
slightly mottled with fine streaks and dark spots. The fur upon the
flanks is longer and white with very pronounced markings of dark
spots, and this part of the skin is generally worked separately from
tge rest and is very effective for gown trimmings. Where the colour
is of a sandy and reddish hue the value is far less than where it is
of a bluish tone. They inhabit North America as far south as
California, also Norway and Sweden. Those from the Hudson Bay
district and Sweden are the best and are very similar. . Those taken
in Central Asia are mostly used locally. For attire the skins manu-
factured in Europe are generally dyed black or brown, in which
state it has a similar appearance to dyed fox, but having less thick
underwool and finer hair flows freely. The finest skins when dyed
black are used very largely in America in place of the dyed black
fox so fashionable for mourning wear in Great Britain and France.
The British Hussar busbies are made of the dark brown lynx, and it
is the free silky easy movement of the fur with the least cfi,sturbance
in the atmosphere that gives it such a pleasing effect. It is used
for rugs in its natural state and also in Turkey as trimmings for
garments, Value 13s. 6d. to 56s. .

Lynx CAT or BAY Lynx.—Is about half the size and depth of fur
of a lynx proper, and inhabits the central United States. It is a
flat and reddish fur compared to the lynx and is suitable for cheap
carriage aprons. A few come from Canada and are of better'quality.
Value 5s. to 15s. ’ : o

MaRrMOT.—Size 18 X12in. Isarodent andisfoundinconsidérable
numbers in the south of Prussia. The fur is a yellowish brown and
rather harsh and brittle and has no underwool. Since, however,
the value of all good furs has advanced, dyers and manufacturers
have made very successful efforts with this fur. The Viennese have
been particularly successful, and their method has been to dye the
skins a good brown and then not put in the dark stripes, which
exist in sable and mink, until the garment or article is finished, thus
obtaining as perfectly symmetrical effects as if the articles were
made of small skins instead of large ones. Marmots are also found
in North America, Canada and China; the best, however, come from
Russia. It should always be a cheap fur, having so few good qualities
to recommend it. Value gd. to 2s. 6d. ‘

MARTEN, AMERICAN.—See Sable, below.

MARTEN, BauM.—Size 16 X5 in. . Is sometimes called the pine
marten, and is found in quantity in the Wooded and mountainous
districts of Russia, Norway, Germany and Switzerland. It possesses
a thick underwool with strong top hair, and ranges from a pale to a
dark bluish brown. The best, from Norway, are very durable and
of good appearance and an excellent substitute for American sable.
The tails when split into two or three, with small strips of narrow
tape so as to separate the otherwise dense fur, formerly made very
handsome sets of trimmings, ties and muffs, and the probabilities
are, as with other fashions, such use will have its period of revival.
Value 6s. to 85s. )

MARTEN, BLACK.—See Skunk, below. .
* MARTEN, JAPANESE.—Size 16 X5 in. Is of a woolly nature with
rather coarse top hair and quite yellow in colour. It is dyed for
the cheap trade for boas and muffs, but it is not an attractive fur
at the best of times. It lacks a silky, bright and fresh appearance,
and therefore is unlikely to be in great demand, except whereeconomy
is an object. Value 6s. 6d. to 18s. 6d. i o

MARTEN, STONE.—Size and quality similar to the baum; the
colour, however, of the underwooci is a stony white and the top hair
is very dark, almost black. They live in rocky and stony districts.
Skins of a pale bluish tone are generally used in their natural state
for stoles, boas and muffs, but the less clear coloured skins are dyed
in beautiful shades similar in density to the dark and valuable sables
from Russia, and are the most effective skins that can be purchased
at a reasonable price. The tails have also been worked, in the
manner eXplained with regard to the baum marten, as sets of trim-
mings and in other forms. Stone martens are found in Russia,
Bosnia, Turkey, Greece, Germany, the Alps and France. The
Bosnian and the French are the best in colour. The Asiatic sorts are
less woolly, but being silky are useful when dyed." There are many
from Afghanistan and India which are too. poor to interest the
European markets. Value 7s. 6d. to 26s. ’ )

MiNk.—Size 16 X5 in. Is of the amphibious class and is found
throughout Notth America and in Russia, China and Japan. The
underwool is short, close and even, as is also the top hair, which is
very strong. Thé best skins are very dark and are obtained from
Nova Scotia. In the central states of America the colour is a good
brown, but in the north-west and south-west the fur'is coarse and
generally pale. It is very durable for linings, and'is an economical
substitute. for sable for coats, capes, boas and trimmings. ~ Values
have greatly increased, and the fur possessing good qualities as to
colour and durability will doubtless always be in good request.
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The Russian species is dark but flat and poor in quality, and the
Chinese and Japanese are so pale that they are invariably dyed.
These, however, are of very inferior nature. Value of American
3s. 3d. to 40s., Japanese 3d. to 2s. 3d. )

Movre.—Size 34X24 in. Moles are plentiful in the British Isles
and Europe, and owing to their lovely velvety coats of exquisite
blue shade and to the dearness of other furs are much in demand.
Though the fur is cheap in itself, the expense of dressing and working
up these little skins is considerable, and they possess the unique
charm of an exceptional colour with little weight of pelt; the quality
of resistance to friction is, however, so slight as to make them expen-
sive in wear. The best are the dark blue from the Fen district o
Cambridgeshire in England. Value }d. to 2d. .

MoNGOLIAN LaMBs.—See Lambs, above.

MoNgEY, BLACK.—Size 18 X 10in. Among the species of monkeys
only one interests to any extent the fur trade, and that is the black
monkey taken on the west coast of Africa (Colobus satanas). The
hair'is very long, very black and bright with no underwool, and the
white pelt of the base of the hair, by reason of the great contrast of
colour, is very noticeable. The skins were in 1850 very fashionable
in England for stoles, muffs and trimmings, and in America also as
recently as 189o. They are now mostly bought for Germany and
the continent. Value 6d. to 1s. 6d.

MourLoN.—Size 30X15 in. Is a sheep found in Russia and
Corsica and how very little in demand, and but few are imported
into Great Britain. Many Mongolian goats with the long hairs
pulled out are sold as mouflon. Value 4s. to 10s. 6d.

Musk-Ox.—Size 6 X3 ft. These animals have a dense coat of
fine, long brown wool, with very long dark brown hair on the head,
flanks and tail, and, in the centre, a peculiar pale oval marking,
There is no other fur that is so thick, and it is eminently suitab%
for sleighing rugs, for which purpose it is highly prized in Canada.
The musk-ox inhabits the north part of Greenland and part of
Canada, but in very limited numbers. Value 10s. to 130s.

‘MusQuasH or Musk-RaT, BRowN and BrLack RussiaN.—Size
12X8'in. ‘A very prolific rodent of the amphibious class obtained
from Cahada and the United States, similar in habit to the English
vole, with a fairly thick afnd even brown underwool and rather
strong top dark hair of medium density. It is a very useful fur for
men's coat linings and ladies’ driving or motoring coats, being
warm, durable and not too heavy. 'If the colour were less motley
and the joins between the skins could. be made less noticeable, it
would be largely in demand for stoles, ties and muffs. As it is, this
fur is only used for these smaller articles for the cheaper trade. It
has, however, of later years been ** unhaired,”” the underwool clipped
very even and then dyed seal colour, in which way very useful and
attractive garments.are supplied at less than haif the cost of fhe
cheaper sealskins. They do not wear as well, however, as the pelt
and the wool are not of a strength comparable to those of sealskin.
With care, however, such a garment lasts sufficiently long to warrant
the present outlay. Value 53d. to Is.;gd.

There is a_ so-called black variety found in Delaware and New
Jrersey, but the number is very small compared to the brown species,

hey are excellent for men’s coat linings and the outside of ladies’
coats, for stoles, muffs, collars and cuffs. Value 10d. to 3s. 7d.

The Russian musquash is very small, 7X4 in., and is limited in
numbers compared to the brown. Only a ?ew thousands are im-
ported to London. It is of a very pretty silvery-blue shade of even
wool with very little silky top hair, having silvery-white sides and
altogether a very marked effect. The odour, however, even after
dressing ‘is rather éyungent;of musk, which is generally an objection,
Value 4s. to 6s. 6d. : ) .

NuTrIA.—Size 20X 12 in. Is a rodent known in natural history
as the coypt, about half the size of a beaver, and when unhaired has
not mote than half, generally less, the depth of fur, which is dlso
not so close. Formerly the fur was only used for hatters’ felt, but
with the rise in prices of furs these skins have been 'more carefully
removed and—with improved dressing, unhairing and silvering
processes—the best provides a very effective and suitable fur for
ladies’ coats, capes, stoles, muffs, hats and gloves, while the lower
qualities make very useful, light-weighted and ihexpensive linings
for men’s or women’s driving coats. It is also dyed sealskin colour,
but its woolly nature renders it less effective tl)':an the more silky
musquash., They are obtained from the northern part of Sout
America. Value 1s. 6d. to 6s. 6d. :

Oceror.—Size 36X13 in. Is of the nature of a leopard and

rettily marked with stripes and oblong spots. Only a few are now
imported from South America for carriage aprons or mats. The
numbers are very limited. Value 1s. to 2s. 6d.

OpossuM, AMERICAN.—Size 18X 10 in. Is a marsupial, a class
with this exception not met with out of Australia. The underwool
is of a very close frizzy nature, and nearly white, with long bluish
grey mixed with some black top hair. It is only found in the central
sections of the United States. . About 1870 in England it was dyed
dark brown or black and used for boas, muffs and trimmings, but
until recently has been neglectéd on the continent. -With, however,
recent experiments in brown and skunk coloured dyes, it bids fair
to become a popular fur.” Value 23d. to.5s. 6d. = )

""OPOssSUM, AUSTRALIAN.—Size 16X8 in. Is a totally different
natute of fur to the American. Although it has wool and top hair,
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the latter is so sparse and fine that the coat may be considered as
one of close even wool. The colour varies according to the district
of “origin, from a blue grey to yellow with reddish tones.. Those
from the neighbourhood of Sydney are light clear blue, while those
from Victoria are dark iron grey and stronger in' the wool. These
animals are most prolific and evidently in¢reasing in numbers.
Their fur is pretty, warm.and as.yet inexpensive, and is useful for
rugs, coat linings, stoles, muffs, trimmings and perambulator aprons.
The worst coloured ones are frequently dyed black and brown.
The most pleasing natural grey come from Adelaide. The reddest
are the cheapest. Value 34d. to 3s. 6d. o L
. OpossuM, RINGTAILED.——Size 7 X4 i, Has a very short close and
dark grey wool, some being almost -black. There are but a few
thousands imported, and being so flat they are only of use for coat
linings, but they are very, warm and light in weight. Value 6d.
to tod. o ; . : '
" 'QOrossuM, TASMANIAN (grey and black).—Size 20 X10in. Isof a
similar description, but darker and stronger in the wool and larger,
Besides these there are some ‘very rich brown skins which were
formerly in such request in Europe, especially Russia, that undue
killing occurred until 1899, when the government stopped for a time
the taking of any of this class. They are excellent for catriage
aprons, being not only very light in weight and warm, but handsome.
Value 2s. 6d. to 8s. 6d. o ‘ .
" OTTER, R1vER.—The size varies considerably, as does the under-
wool and the top hair, according to the country of origin. There
are few rivers in the world where they do not live. But it is in the
colder northern regions that they are found in the greatest numbers
and, with the best fur or underwool, the top hair, which, with the
exception of the scarce and very rich dark brown specimens they
have in common with most aqudtic animals, is pulled out before the
skins are manufactured. Most of the best river otter comes from
Canada and the United States and ayerages 36 X 18 in. in size.” Skins
from Germany and China are smaller, and shorter in the wool. The
colours of the under wools of river otters vary, some being very
dark, others almost yellow. Both as'a fur and as a pelt itis extremely
strong, but owing to its short and close wool it is usually made p
for the linings, collars and cuffs'of men’s coats. A large number of
skins, after unhairing, is dyed seal colour and used in America.
Those from hot climates are very poor in quality. Value 28s, to 118s,
© OTTER, SEA.—Size 50X 25 in. Possesses one of the most beantiful
of coats. :Unliké other aquatic animals the skin undergoes no process
of unhairing, the fur being of a rich dense silky wool with the softest
and shortest of water hairs. The colours vary from pale grey brown
to.a rich black, and many have even or uneven sprinkling of white
or silvery-white hairs... ’Iy e blacker the wool and the more regular
the silver points, the more valuable the skin. Sea otters are, un-
fortunately, decreasing in numbers, while the demand is increasing.
The fur is most highly esteemed in Russia and China; in the latter
country it is used to trim mandarins’ state robes. In Europe and
Anmerica it is much used for ¢ollar, long facings and cuffs of a gentle-
man’s coat; such a set may cost from £200 to £600, and in all prob-
ability will seon cost more. Taking into consideration the size,
it is not so costly as the natural black fox, or the darkest Russian
sable, which is now the most expensive of all. " The smaller and young
sea otters of a grey or brown colour are of small valye compared to
the large dark and silvery ones. Value £10 to f£220. "A single skin
has been known to fetch £400. -
. 'OuNCE.—See Leopard, above. )

PERSIAN LaMBS.—See Lambs, above,  *. .~ -t o

PLaTYPUs.—Size 12X8 in. One of the most singular of fur-
bearing animals, being the link between bird and beast. It has.fur
similar to. otter, is of aquatic habits, being web-footed with spurs of
a cock and the bill of a'duck. The skins are not obtained in any
numbers, but being brought over by.travellers as curiosities and
used for miiffs, -collars and cuffs, &c., they aré includéd here for
reference. . Value 2s. to 3s. 6d. ) I )
- Ponv. or TATAR FoarL.—Size 36X20 in. .These skins are of
comparatively recent importation to the civilized world. They are
obtained from.the young of the numerous herds of wild horses that
roam over the plains of Turkestan. The coat is usually a shade of
brown, sometimes greyish, fairly bright and with a suggestion of
waviness. Useful for motor coats. Value 3s. to 1o0s. 6d. o
. PuMa.—Size 43 X3 ft. " Is a native of South America, similar to
a lion in habits and colour of coat. The hair and pelt is, however, of
less strength, and only a few are now used for floor. rugs, Value
§%,-£0-108. o T
. RACCOON.—Size 20X 12 in. ' Is an atiimal varying comnsiderably
in size and in quality and colour of fur, according to the part of
North America in which it is found.. In comimon parlance, it may
be described :as'a species of wild dog with close affinity to the bear.
The underwool is I to 1} in. deep, pale brown, with long top hairs
of a dark and silvery-grey mixture of a grizzly type, the best having
a bluish tone and the; cheapest a yellowish or reddish-brown.
limited number of very dark and black sorts exist and are highly
valued for trimmings,” The very finest skins are chiefly used: for
stoles and muffs, and the general run for coachmen’s capes and
carriage rugs, which are very handsomeé when the tails, which ar¢
marked, with rings of dark.and light fur alternately, are left on.

Raccoons are used in enormous; quantities. in Canada for men'’s !
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coats, the fur outside. The poorer qualities are extensively hought
aind made up in a similir way for Austria-Hungary and Gérmany.
These make excellent linings for coats or footsacks Tor open driving
in very cold climates, The worst coloured skins are dyed black or
brown and are used for British military busbies, or caps, stoles,
boas, muffs and: coachmen’s capes. The best skins come from the
northern parts of the United States. ' A’smaller and poorer speciés
inhabits South America, and a very few are found in the north of
India, but these do not interest the European trade.  From Japan
a similar animal i$ obtdined in smaller quantities with very goé
but longer fur, of yellowish motley light-bfown shades, It is more
often imported and sold as Jdpanese fox, but its resemblance ‘to
the fur of the American ra¢coon is so marked as to surely identify
it. ‘When dyed dark blue or skunk colour it is good-looking and is
sold widely in Europe. Raccoon skins are also frequently unhaired,
and if the underwool is of good quality the effect is similar to beaver,
It is the most useful fur for use in America or Russia, having a full
quantity of fur which will retain heat. Value 10d. to 26s. o
. SABLE, AMERICAN and CANADIAN.—Size 17X5in. The skins are
sold in the trade sale as martens, but as there are many that'are of a
very dark colour and the majority are almost as silky as thé Russian
sable, the retail trade has for generations back applied the term of
sable to this fur. -The p'revaiﬁng colour is a medium brown, and
many are quite yellow.” The dyeing of ‘these very pale skins hag
been for so Ion% well executed. that it has been possible to make
very good useful and effective articles of them at a moderate pricé
compared to Russian sable. The finest skins are found in the East
Main and the Esquimaux Bay, in'the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
districts, and the poorest in Alaska. - They are not found very far
south of the northern boundary of the United States. The best
skins are excellent in quality, colour and effect, and wear well,
Value 27s. 3d. to 290s. : T .
SABLE, CHINESE and JAPANESE.—Size 14X43} in. These are
similar to the Amur skins previously referred to, but of much poorer
uality. and generally only suitable for linings. The very palest
skins are dyed and made by the Chinese into mandarins’ coats, in
which form they are found in the London trade sales, but being
overdressed they are inclined to be logse in the hair and thé colour
of the dye is not good.' The Japanese kind are imported raw, but
are few in numbers, very -pale and tequire dyéing. - Value'1ss, to
150s. . . U S
SABLE, RussiaN,—Size 15X 5 in. ' These skins belong to a species
of marten, very similar to the European and American, but much
more silky in the nature of their fur. They have long been known
as ‘‘sables,” doubtless owing to the density of colour .to” which
many of them attain, and they have'always been held in the highest
esteem by connoisseurs as possessing a combination of rare qualities.
The underwool is close,. fine .and very soft, the top hair is regular,
fine, silky and flowing, varying from 1} to 2% in. in depth. 'In
colour they range from a pale stony or yellowish shade to a rich dark
brown, almost black with a bluish tone. The pelts are exceedingly
fine and close in texture and, although of little weight, are ve ;
durable, and articles made of them produce a sensation of warmth
immediately they.are put upon the body. . R
The Yakutsk, Okhotsk and Kamschatka sorts are good, the last
being the largest and fullest furred, but of less density of colour than
the others.: Many from other districts are pale or yellowish brown,
and those from Saghalien are poor in quality. "The most valuable
are the darkest from Yakutsk in Siberia, particularly thosé that have
silvery hairs evenly. distributed over the skin. “These however are
exceedingly scarce, and when a number, are required to match for
a large garment, considerable time may be negessary to collect them.
This class of skin is the most expensive fur.in the world, reckoning
values by a square foot unit. g L
" The Amur skins'are paler, but oftén of a pretty bluish stony tone
with .many frequently interspersed silvery hairs., The' quality
too is lower, that is, the fur is not so close or deep, but they are very
effective, particularly for close-fitting garments, as they possess the
least appearance of bulk. The paler skins from all districts in Siberia
are now cleverly coloured or * topped,” that js, just the tips of the
hair are stained dark, and it is only an expert who ‘can detect them
from perfectly natural shades. . If this colouring process is properly
executed. it remains fajrly, fast. - Notwithstanding the reporte
rights of the Russian impérial authorities over some regions with
respect to these and other valuable fur-bearing animals, there dre in
addition to the numbers regularly sent to the trade auction salés
in London; many good parcels of raw skins to be easily bought direct,
provided price is not the first consideration. Value 25s. to 980s.” '
- SEAL, FUR,—Sizes range from 24 X 15 in: to 55X25 in., the width
béing taken at the widest part of the skin after preparation. The
centre of the skin between the fins is very narrow and the skins taper
at each end; particularly at the tail. The very small pups are of .a
beautiful guality, but too tiny to make into garments, and, as the aim
of a good furrier is to avoid all lateral or cross seams, skins are
selected that are the length of the garment that is to be made. The
most useful skins for coats are the large pups 42 in. long, and the
quality, is very good and uniform. The largest skins, known in the
trade as ‘\.wigs,” which range up to 8 ft. in length, are uneven and
weak in the fur, and hunters do not seek to obtain them. The supply
of the best sort is chiefly from the North Pacific, viz. Pribilof
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Islands, Alaska, nerth-west coast:of America, Copper Island of the
Aleutian group near to Kamschatka, Robben Island and Japan.
Other kinds are taken from the South Pacific and South Atlantic
Oceans, arbund Cape Horn, the Falkland' Islands up to'Lobos
Islands at the entrance of the La Plata river, off the Cape of Good
Hope:and. Crozet Isles., With, however, the exception of the.pick
of the Lobos Island seals the fur of the southern sea seals is very
poor and only suitable for the cheapest market.  Formerly many
skins “were obtained from New' Zealand and Australia, but the
imaportation is now small and the quality not good. The preparation
of-'seal skin occupies a longer time than any. other fur skin, but its
fine rich effect when finished and its’ many properties of warmth
and durability well repay it. Value 10s.to 232s. =~ ' ‘

“SgaL, HAIR.—There are several varieties of these seals in the seas

stretchirig’ north from Scotland, arcand: Newfoundland; Greenland |
and the north-west coast of Ameriea, and they are far more numerous |

than fur seals. Generally they have::coarse. rigid hair and. none
possess any underwodl. They are taken principally for the oil and
leather they yield. Some of the better haired sorts are dyed black
and brown and used for men’s motor coats: whén fuité a-waterproof
garment is wanted, and they are used also forthis quality in China.
The young of the Greenland seals are called whitecoats on account
of the early growth being of a.‘yellowish white colour; the hair is
3 t6 1 in. long, and at this early stage of their life is' soft compared to’
that of the older seals. These fur skins are dyed black or dark brown'
and :are used for military cap$ and hearth-rugs.. Value 2s. to 13s.
There are fewer hair seals in the southern than in the northern seas.

Sueep.—Vary much in size and in quality of wool., Many of the
domestic kind in central and northern Europe and Candda are used
for drivers’ arid peasants’ coat linings, &c. 1In Grest Bfitain many
coats of the home-reared sheep, having wools. two and: a half to five

inches long, are dyed various icolours and used. as floor rugs, . Skins |

with very short wool are dyed black and used for military saddle-
cloths. The bulk, however, is used in the wool trade.” The Hun-~

garian peasants are very fond of their ‘natural br8wi sheép’coats, |

the leather side of which is not lined, but embellished by a very close
fancy embroidery, worked upon the leather itself; these garments
are reversible, the fur being worn inside when the weather is cold.
Chinese sheép are largely used for chéap rugs. Value of English
sheep from 3s. to 10s. s [ o

‘SKUNK or BLACk:MARTEN.~Size 15X8 in.: The underwool is
full'and. fairly close with glossy,-flowing top hair about, 2% in. long.
The majority have two stripes of white hair, extending:the whole
length of the skin, but these are ¢ut out by the’ manufacturing
furrier and sold to'the dealers in pieces for exportation. The animals
are’ foutid .widely "spread throughout North and South: America.
The skins which are of the greatest:interest to the European trade

are those from North America, the South American species being } z r I AR.-—J1ze in.

: ‘ 1 v & | 1ight grey of brown close thick wool half an ifich deép without anty top
- hair, with a rather thick: spongy pélt.
‘only suitable for cheap- rough .coats; ‘carriage rugs, perambulator
' aprons and linings for footbags. : The coats are largely used. in
- western America and Canada.” Value, 3d. to 1s. 83d.

small, coarse and generally brown. The best skins come from Ohio
and New York. If it were not for its disagreeable odour, skunk
would be worth much more than the usual market value, as it is
naturally -the blackest fur, silky in appearance .and.most durablg.
The improved dressing processes have to.a large:extent removed the

ﬂatﬁfa,uymgungent“scent. "The fur is excellent. for stoles, boas, |

collars; cuffs, muffs and trimmihgs.” Value 15.°6d. to 118, ‘
1 SOUSLIK.—Size 7 in.X2%. Is a small rodent found in*the south
of Russia-and also in parts of America. It has very short hair and is
a.poor, fur even for the cheapest linings, which 1s the only use to
which the skin could be put. Tt is known as. kaluga when imported
in ready-made liningg from Russia where the skins aré dressed and
worked in an inferior way.. Value 1d: to 3d. - SRR
SQUIRREL.—Size: 10X.5 in.: This measurement. refers: to the
Russian-and Siberian sorts, which are the:only kind imported: for
the fur.  The numerous other species are too poor in their coats
to'attract notice from'fur dealers. The back of the Russian squirrel
hias an’even close fur varying from a clear bluish-grey to a reddish-

brown, -the bellies in-the former being of a flat quality and white, }

in the latter yellowish. The backs are worked into linings separately,
as are the bellies or “ locks.” The pelts, although very light,, are
tough and durable; hence their good reputatfon for linings for
ladies’ walking or driving coats. The best skins also provide excellent
material for coats, capes, stoles, ties, collars, :cuffs,. gloves, ‘muffs,
hoods.and light-weight carriage aprons. The,tails.are dark and very.
small, and when required for ends of boas three or four are made as
one. Value per skin from 24d. to 1s. 1d. *~ o .
‘TrseT LaMB.~=8izé 27 X 13 in. These pretty animals have a long,
very fine, silky and curly fleece of a creamy. white.. The majority
are consigned to the trade auyction sales in london ready dressed
and worked into cross-shaped coats, and the remainder, a fourth of
the total, come as dressed skins, They are excellent for trimmings
df‘evening mantles and for children’s ties, muffs and_perambulator
aprons: - The fur is too-long and bulky for linings. - Valie per skin
f.go'ifxz;;s,‘ 6d.to8s. 6d. . . . T o
1GER.—Size varies considerably, largest about 10 ft. from nose
to root of tail. Tigers are found throughout India, Turkestan,
CHi#a, Mongolia and the East Indies. . The coats of the Bengal kind
arenshort:dnd of :a dark orange brown with black stripes, those
from eagt,or further India'are similar in colour, but longer in the hair,
while those from narth.of the Himalayas and the mountains of China

1

ate not only huge in size, but have a very long soft hair of delicate

XI. 12

 furred animal..! The:
' and the Russian still smaller.; Besides the walf properalarge number
' of prairie or dog wolves from America and. Asia are used for cheaper
a’ motley sand

: suitable for catriage,

- least coarse skins are worth. the most.. Prices from 6s,.to 37s. ..
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orange brown with v% white flanks, and marked generally with the
blackest of stripes. e last are of a noble appearance and exceed-
ingly scarce. ~They all make handsomé floor rﬁe s
‘Value of the Indian - v, from'f3to L£i15. ¢ -
w4 ~Chinese ... . . ;. £10 to£65. i
VICUNA is a species of long-necked sheep native to South America,

 bearing some resemblance to the guanaco, but the fui is shorter,

The colour is a pale golden-brown and the
The
There is scarcely

closer and much finér.
fur is held in great reptite in South America for carriage rugs.
supply is evidently small as the prices are high.

 a commercial quotation in London;: few coming in except from
. private sources. 2s. 6d. to 5s. 6d.. may be considered as the avérage
L value., i CoET e : R

- WALLABY.—See' Kangaroo, above.
WaLLaro0.—See Kangaroo, above. . . ... . -
WoLF.—Size 50.X25 .in... Is. closely allied to the dog tribe and,

like the jackals, is found through a wide range of the world,—North

and South America, Europe and Asia. Good supplies are available
from ‘North America and Siberia and a very:féw from China. The

' best are the full furred ones of a very pale blaish-grey with fine
' flowing black top hair, which. are obtained from the Hudson Bay
| district. = Those from the United States and Asia are harsher in
| quality and browner. A few black American specimens come into

the market, bﬁf’ﬂsuﬁllsy the quality is-poor compared to the lighter
iberian is:smaller than the North American

In size they are less'than half that'of a'large wolf and are of
colour.’‘Numbers of the Russian are retained for
home:use. - The finest. ‘wolves: are very light weighted and miost
, rons, in. fact, ideal for the purpose, though
lacking the strength of some other furs. =~ .. . . L
Wolves LW U value 2s.6d.to 64s.
Dog-wolves .7 .7 % L I8t 2s.6d. 0
. "WOLVERINE—~Size :16 X 18 in.® Is:native to 'America, Siberia,
Russia and Scandingvia:and generally partakes .of the nature-of a
bear.,, . The underwool is full and thick with. strong and bright top
hair about 24 in. long. The colour is of two or three shades of brown
in one skin,-the cefitre’béing dn 6Val dark saddle, edged as it were

rugs.

" with quite a pale toue and thetging 'to a darker one towards the

flanks. This, peculiar chara¢ter alome stamps it -as a distinguished
fur, in addition to which it-has the excellent advantage of being the
most durable fur for carfiage aprons, as well ag the richest in colour,
It is not prolific, added to w’hicl?it is very difficult to match a number
of skins in quality as well as: colour. ::Hence it is-an expensive fur,
but. its excellent, qualities. make it: valuable. ‘The darkest of .the

‘WomBAT, KOALA or AUSTRALIAN BEAR.—Size 20X12 in. Has

It is quite itiexpensive and

" Preparing and “Dressing~A furrier or skin merchant must
possess a good eye for ‘colour to be successful, the difference in
value on this subtle matter.solely’ (in the rarer precious sorts,

“especially sables, natural black, silver and blue fox, sea otters,
 chinchillas, fine mink, &c.) being so considerable that not orly a

practised but an intuitive sense of colour is necessary to accur-
ately determine the exdct merits of every skin. In addition to
this a knowledge is required of what the condition of a pelt

 should be; a good judge knows by experience whether a skin

will turn out soft and strong, after dressing, and whether the
hair is in the best condition of strength and beauty. The dressing
of the pelt or skin that is to be preserved for fur is totally different
to the making of leather; in the latter tannic acid is used, but
never should bé with a fur skin, as is so often done by natives of

- districts where a regular fur trade is not carried on. The results
' of applying tannic acid are to harden the pelt and discolour
. and weaken the fur. The best methods for dressing fur skins
| are those of a tawer or currier, the aim being to retain all the
| natural oil in the pelt, in order to preserve the natural colour

of the fur, and to render the pelt as supple as possible. Generally
the skins are placed in an alkali bath, then by hand with a blunt
wooden instrument the moisture of the pelt is worked out and
it is drawn carefully to and fro aver a straight, dull-edged knife
to remove any superfluous flesh and unevennéss. Special grease
is then rubbed in and the skin placed in a machine which softly
and continuously beats in the softening mixture, after which it
is put into a slowly revolving-drum, fitted with wooden paddles,
partly filled with various kinds of fine hard sawdust according
to the nature of the furs dealt with. This process with a moderaté
degree of heat thoroughly cleans it of external greasy miatter,
3
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and all that is necessary before manufacturing is to gently tap
the fur upon a leather cushion stuffed with horsehair with smooth
canes of a flexibility suited to the strength of the fur. After
dressing most skins alter in shape and decrease in size.

- 'With regard to the merits 'of European’ dressing, 'it' may be
fairly taken that English, German and French dressers have
specialities of excellence, In England, for.instance, the dressing
of sables, martens, foxes, otters, seals, bears, lions, tigers and
leopards is first rate; while with skunk, mink, musquash,
chinchillas, beavers, lambs and squirrels, the Germans show
better results, particularly in the last. | The pelt after the German
dressing is dry, soft and white, which is due to a finishing process
where meal is used, ‘thus they compare favourably with the
moister and consequently heavier English finish. In France they
do well with cheaper. skins, such as musquash, rabbit and hare,
which they dye. in addmon to dressing.  -Russian dressmg is
seldom reliable; not only is there an: unpleasant odour, but in
damp weather the pelts often become clammy, which is due to
the saline matter in the dressing mlxtqre, i.Chinese dressing is
white and supple, but contains much powder, which is disagree-

able and difficult to get rid of, and in‘many instances the skin |
is rendered so thin that the.roots of thé fur are weakened, which’

means that it is liable to shed itself freely, when subject to
ordinary friction in handling or wearing.: Americanand Canadian

dressing is gradually improving; but hitherto their results have

been inferior to the older Europein methods.

In the case of seal and beaver skins the process is a much more |

difficult one; as the water or hard: top hairs have to-be removed
by hand after the pelt has béen carefully réendered moist and
warm. With seal skins the process is longer than with any other
fur preparation and the series .of processes engage many
specialists, each man being constantly kept upon one section of
the work.  The skins arrive simply salted.” After being purchased

at the auction sales théy are washed, then stretched upon a |
-and the effectisbad. The qualities, too have to be considered—

hoop, when all blubber and unnecessary flesh is reméved, and
the pelt is reduced to an equal thickness, but.not so thin as it is
finally rendered.  Subsequently the hard top hairs are taken out
as in the case of otters and. beavers and the whole thoroughly
cleaned in the revolving drums. The close underwool, which is
of a slightly wavy nature and mostly of a pale drab colour, is
then dyed by repeated applications of a rich dark brown colour,

one coat after. an’other, each being allowed. to thoroughly dry

before the next is put on, till the ‘effect is almost a lustrous black
onthe top. . The whole is agam put through the cleaning process

and evenly reduced in thickness by revolving emery wheels,‘ _
: ' skins in the manufacturing of furs the Ameticans lead the way;
but as fur cutters are more or less of a roving and cosmopolitan:
- character the larger fur businesses in London; Berlin, Vienna,

and eventually finished off in the palest buff colour.

The English dye for seals is to-day undoubtedly t the best its

constituents are more ot Jessof a trade secret, but the pr1nc1pa1 in-

gredients comprise gall nuts, copper dust, camphor and antimony, |
' thorough and comparatively advanced principles.

and it would appear after years of areful watchmg that the

" atmosphere and particularly the Water of London are partly |

responsible for good and Iasting results. The Paris dyers do
excellent work in this diréction, but the colour is not so durable,

probably owing to a less pure water.  In America of late, stndes_
have been made in seal dyeing, but preference is still given to
London work In Paris, too, they obtain beautiful results in the
“ topping ** or colourmg Ru551an sables and the Germans are
particularly successful in dyeing Persian lambs black and foxes
in all blue, grey, black and smoke colours and in the insertion of
white hairs in imitation of the real silver fox. Small quantities
of good beaver are dyed in Russia occaswnally, and white hairs
put in so.well that an effect similar to sea otter is obtained.

~ The process of inserting white hairs is called in the trade

pomtmg, and is either done by stitching them in with a needle
or by’ adheswe caoutchouc.

The Viennese are successful in dyemg marmot well, and their
clevérness-in cologmng it with'a series of stripes to represent the
natural markfngs sable which has'been done after the garments
have been made, § to obtain symmetry of lines, has secured
for them a large trade fa;nong the dealers of cheap furs in England
and the continent.

M anufactmmg M etkods afzd Spewalmes —In the olden tlmes

- with advantage.

jbroadtall astrachan, caracul lamb, &c.
upon some light browns and greys, but brown motley colours
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the Skinners’ Company of the city of London was an association
of furriers and skin dressers established under royal charter
granted by Edward III. At that period the chief concern of
the body was to prevent buyers from being lmposed upon by
sellers who were much given to offering old furs as new; a century
later the Skinners’ Company received other charters empowering
them to inspect not only warehouses and open markets, but
workrooms. In 1667 they were given power to scrutinize the
preparing of ‘rabbit or cony wool for. the wool trade and the
registration of the then customary seven yea.rs apprenticeship.

' To-day all these pnvxleges and powers are in abeyance, and the
' interest- that . they took in the fur trade has been gradually

transferred to the leather-dressing craft.’
The work" done by English furriers was generally’ good but
since- about 1865 has considerably improved on account of the

influx of German workmen, who have long been celebrated

for excellent fur work, being in their own countryobliged to.

. satisfy officially appointed experts and to obtain a eertificate

of capacity before they can be there employed. ~The French
influence upon the trade has been, and still is, primarily one of
style and combination of colour, bad judgment in which will mar
the beauty of the most valuable furs. "It is a recognized law
among high-class furriers that furs should be simply arranged,

-that is, that an article should consist of one fur or of two furs

of a suitable contrast, to which lace may be in some cases added
As illustrative of this, it may be explained that
any brown tone of fur such as sable, marten, mink, black marten,
beaver, nutria, &c., will go well upon black or very dark-brown
furs, while those of a white or grey nature, such as ermine, white
lamb chinchilla, blue fox, silver fox, opossum, grey squirrel, grey
lamb will set well upon seal or bIack furs, as Persian lamb,
White is also permissible
and greys should never be in contrast. - One neutralizes the other
the fulness of one, the flatness of the other, or the coarseness or
fineness of the furs. The introduction of a third fur in the same
garment or indiscriminate selection of colours of silk linings,

' braids, buttous, &c., often spoils an otherwise good article.

_ With regard to the natural colours of furs, the browns that
command. the highest prices are those that are of a bluish rather

“than a reddish tendency. With greys it is those that are bluish,
 not yellow, and with white those that are purest, and with black
' the most dense, that are most esteemed and that are the rarest.

Perhaps for ingenuity and the latest methods of manipulating

St Petersburg, Paris and New York are guided by the same

During the period just mentioned the tailors” methods of
scientific pattern cutting . have’ ‘been adopted by the leading

| furriers in place of the old chance methods of fur cutters, so that

to-day a fur garment may be as accurately and gracefully fitted

 as plush or velvet, and with all good houses a material pattern

is fitted and approved before the skins are cut.

Through; the advent of German and American fur sewmg-
machines since about. 18go fur work has been done better and
cheaper.
the putting in of sleeves and’ placmg on of collars, &c., that can
only be sewn by hand. For straight seams the machinesfare
excellent, making asneata seam as is found in glove work, unless,
of course, the pelts are especially heavy, such as bears and sheep
rugs.

A very great feature of German and Russ1an work is the fur
linings called rotondes, sacques Or plates, which ‘are ‘made for
their home use and exporta.non chiefly to Great Bntam, Amerjca
and France.'

“In Weissenfels, near Leipzig, the dressmg of Russian. grey
squlrrel and the making it,into linings is a gigantic industry, and
is the principal support-of the place. After the dressing protess
the backs of the sqmrrels are made up separately from the under
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and thinner white and grey parts, the first being known as squirrel- |

hgck and;the other as squirrel-lock linings. - A few linings are
miade from entire skins and others are made from-the quite white
pieces, which in some instances are spotted ‘with the black ear
tips of It He animals to resemble ermine. The smaller and uneven
pieées of heads and legs are made up into. linings, so there is
absolytely no waste.. Similar work is done in Russia on almost
as extensive a scale, but neither the dressing nor the work is
S0 good as the German.

The majority of heads, gxlls or throats, sxdes or flanks, paws
and pieces of skins cut up in the fur workshops of Great Britain,

America and France, welghmg many tons, are chiefly exported |

to Leipzig, and made up in neighbouring countries and Greece,
where labour can be obtained at an alarmingly low rate.
though the sewing, which is necessarily done by hand, the sections
being. of so-unequal and tortuous a character, is- lather roughly
executed the matching of colours and qualities ‘is excellent.

The enormons quantities of pieces admit of good selection and
wheraodd colours prevail ip a lining it is dyed Many squirrel-
lock linings are dyed blue and brown and used. for the outside
of cheap garments. They areof 11tt1e weight, warm and effectwe,
but net of great durability.

The principal linings are.as- {ollow& Sable: sxdes, sable heads
and paws, sable gills, mink sides, heads and gills, marten sides,
heads and gills, Persian lamb pieces and paws, caracul lamb
plECCS or paws, musquash sides and heads, nutria sides, genet

ieces, raccoon sides or flanks, fox sides, kolinski whole skins, and
small rodents as kaluga and hamster. The white stripes cut out
of skunks are made into rugs.

Another great source of inexpensive.furs is China, and for
many years past enormous quantities of dressed furs, many. of
which are made up in the form of linings and Chinese’ 1oose‘
shaped garments, have been imported by England, Germany
and France for the lower class of business; the garments are only
regarded as $o much fur and are reworked. With, however, the
exceptlon of the best white Tibet lambs, the majority of’ Chmese
furs can only be regarded as inferior matenal While the work
is often cleverly done as to matching and manipulation of the
pelt which is very soft, there are great objections in the oedour
and the brittleness or weakness of the fur. One of the most
temarkable_results of the European intervention in the Boxer
rising in.China (1900) was the absurd price paid.for so-called
“loot 7 of furs, partlcularly in mandarins’ coats of dyed and
natural fox skins and pieces, and natural ermine, poor, 1;1 quahty
and- yellowish 'in- colour; -from three te- ten-times their value,
‘was paid for ,them when at the same time huge parcels of similar
quahty were warehoused in the London docks, because purchasers
could not be found for them.

With regard to }apanese furs, there is little to commend them.
The best are a species of raccoon usually sold -as fox, and, being
of close long qualit‘y of fur, they are serviceable for boas, colla'rs
muffs and carrlage aprons. The sables, martens, minks and
otters :are poor in quality, and all of a very yellow.colour and
they are generally dyed for the cheap trade. A small: ‘number
of very pretty guanaco and vicuna carriage rugs are imported
into.-Europe, and many come through travellers and private
sourees, .but ‘generally they are. so. badly dressed that they are
quite brittle upon the leather side. Similar. remarks are ap-
plicable to opossum rugs made in Australia. From South
Africa a quantlty of “jackal, hyena, fox, Ieopard arid sheep
karosses, i.e. a peculiarly shaped rug or covering used by native
ichiefs, is privately brought over. Theskinsare mvanably tanned
‘:md -beautifully sewn, the furs are generally flat in quality and
\not very strong in the hair, and are retained more as cur1051t1es
than for use as a Wwarm covering. -

i Hatters’ Furs and Cloths and Shawls. —The hat trade is largely
mterésted in the fur piece trade, the best felt hats. bemg made

'from l}gaver and musquash wool and the cheaper sorts from nutna, ;

hare-and rabbit wools. -For weaving, the most valuable pieces
-are molihir taken from-the angora and vicuna. : They are limited
‘1h qﬂa‘l‘ltlty ‘and ‘costly, and the trgde ‘depends upon various’
‘Sotts of other shéep and goat wodls for the bulk of its, productmns

Al-
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Frauds and Imitations.—The opportunities for cheating in
the fur trade are very considerable, and most serious frauds

_have been perpetrated in.the selling of sables. that have been

coloured or ‘‘ topped ”’; that i is, just the tips of the hairs stained
dark to represent more expensive skins. It is only by years of
experience that some of these colourings can be detected. Where
the skins are heavily dyed it is comparatively easy to see the
difference between a.natural and a dyed colour, as the underwool
and top hair become almost alike and the leather is also dark,
whereas in natural skins the base of the underwool is much
paler than the top, or of a different colour, and the leather is
white unless finished in a pale reddish tone as is sometimes
the case when mahogany sawdust. is used in the final cleaning.
As has been explained, sable is a term applied for.centuries past
to the darker sorts.of the Russian Siberian martens, and for years
past the same term has been bestowed by the retail trade upon
the American and Canadian martens. The baum and stone
martens caught in France, the north of Turkey and Norway
are of;the same family, but coarser in underwool and the top
hair is less in quantity and not so silky. The kolinski, or as it
is sometimes styled Tatar sable, is the animal, the tail of which
supplies hair for artists’ brushes. . This is also of the marten
species and has been frequently offered, when dyed dark, as have
baum and stope martens, as Russian sables. Hares, too, are
dyed a sable ‘colour and advertised as sable. The fur, apart
from a clumsy appearance, is so bnttle, however, as to be of
scarcely any service whatever.

Among- the principal imitations of other furs is musquash
out of which theé top hair has been pulled and the undergrowth
of wool chpped and dyed exactly the same colour as is used for
seal, which is then offered as seal or red river seal. Its durability,
however, is far-less than that of seal. Rabbit is prepared-and
dyed and frequently offered as ¢ electric sealskin.” Nutria also
is prepared to represent sealskin, and in its natural colour, after
the long hairs are plucked out, it is sold as otter or beaver. The
wool is, however, poor compared to the otter and beaver, and the
pelt thin and in no way comparable to them in strength. White
hares are frequently sold'as white fox, but the fur is weak, brittle
and exceedingly poor compared to fox and possesses no. thick
underwool. ' Foxes, too, and badger are dyed a brownish black,
and white hairs inserted to imitate silver fox, but the white hairs
are too coarse and the colour too dense to mislead any one who
knows the real article. But if sold upon its own.merits, pointed
fox is a durable fur.

Garments' made . of sealskin pieces and Persian lamb pieces
are frequently sold as if they were made of solid skins, the term
‘“ pieces ” being simply suppressed.. The London Chamber‘ of
Comtherce have issued to the British' trade-a notice that any
misleading term in advertising and all attempts at deception are
illegal,” and oﬁenders arp liable under ‘the Merchandise Marks
Act 1887.

The most usual rmsnammg of manufactured furs 13 as follow e
Musquash, pulled and dyed . Sold s seal. -
Nutria, pulled and dyed " Sold as seal.”
Nutria, pulled and natural . Sold as beaver.
Rabbit, sheared and dyed . Sold as seal or electric seal
Otter, pulled and dyed. . Sold as seal.
Marmot, dyed ' . . Sold as mink or sable

Fitch, dyed .. . . Sold as sable,
Rabblt dyed . Sold as sable or French sable,
Hare, dyed ". Sold as sable, or fox, or lynx.

Musquash, dyed

Wallaby, dyed

White Rabbit ' .

White Rabbit,. dyed :
White Hare, dyed or. natural

". Sold.as mink or sable

. Sold as skunk. o

... Sold as ermine, .

.- Sold as chinchilla.

Sold as fox, foxalme,
other similar pames. .

Sold as bear, leopard &c .

and

Goat, dyed ..

Dyed manufactured artxcles of
all kinds. .

White hairs. mserted in foxes
and sables.

Kids .

Sold as * natura.l i

. Sold as real or natural furs
. Sold as lanib or broadtails. °
American sable . . Sold as real Russian sable
Mink . . e e . Sold as ‘sable.

The Preservatwn of Furs ~——For many years ra.w sealskms
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have been preserved in cold storage, but it is dnly within a
recent period; owing to the difficulty there was in ‘obtaining
the nécessary perfectly dry atmosphere, that dressed and made-
up furs have been preserved by freezing.  Furskept insucha con-
dition are not only immune from the ravages of thé larvae of
moth, but all the natural oils in the pelt and fur are conserved,
so‘that its colour and life are prolonged, and the natural deteriora—
tion is arrested. Sunlight has a tendency to bleach furs and to
encourage the development of meth eggs, therefore continued
exposure is to be avoided. - When-furs'are wetted by rain they
should be well shaker and allowed ‘to-dry in a current of air
without exposure to sun or open firé.

" ‘Where a freezing store for furs is not accessible, furs should be
well shaken and afterwards packed in linen and kept in a per-
fectly cool dry place; and éxamined in the summer at periods of
not less than five weeks.  Naphthalene and the tsual malodorous
powders are not only very disagreeable, but quite useless. Any
chemical that is strong: énough to' destroy the life in a moth egg
would also be sufﬁcxently potent to injure the fur itself. In
England moth- life is practically contiriuous all the year round,
that is, 'as regards those moths that attack ‘furs, though the
destructive element eXlsts to a- far greater extent dunng sprmg
and summer,

Comparatwe Durabdzty of Vanous Furs and Wezght of Unlmed
Skins per Square Foot. *

The following estimates of durability refer to'the use of fur when
made up * hair outside ” in garments or stoles, not as a lining.
The : durability . of. furiused as linings;, which:is affected by other
conditions, -is_set :forth separately, Otter, with its water hairs
removed, the strongest of furs for external use, is, in this table, taken
as the standard at 100 and otherfurs marked accordmgly e

b The Premous Furs

o e 1'Weigh
Points of | in g per
' Durability.} ‘sq. ft.
Sable . ..o, 60 2%
- Seal o et 75 3
Fox, lever or Black e e 40 3
B hlte . e 20 3
'E’rmme PUEE S oLt 25 b 1%
Chinchilla . .. L) 150 ¢
.Sea—otter (or stoles or coilars) RS BN Ioo' o 4%
The Less Valuable Furs.
iy Weight
Points of - | in oz’.gr per
<. 't Durability.| gq. ft.
‘Sable * topped,”” 7:¢. tophairs’ coIoured . 55 2%
=, .tinted, Z.e. fur all coloured : 50 21
. Baum Marten, natural . .. . . .| . 65 2%
N tinted ; " 45. 2
Stone Marten ) Tt40 2
lltlllutna h‘ o 27 3%
usquash, natura . 7 3%
”sq waterhaxrsremoved Sheared . . 8 .
and seal finished. . 33 3%
Skunk oo 70 23
Mink . 70 35
Lynx, natural . 25 24
,, tinted black . A 20 23
Marmot, tinted , .. . L L. - 10 3
Fox, tinted black ' 25 3
wo o blue . 20 3
Opossum ' 37 3
Otter wat‘h water hanrs) 100 4.
» (water hairs removed) . 95 " T3l
Beaver (watet hairs cut level with fur) . 9O 4
) ..., (water hairs removed). . 85 “3id
“"Moleskin : .- .. -7 12
Persxan Laxhb e 65 3
B TSP . (o I 3
Broadtall T 2
Caracul Kld A R £ 3
La 15 '3
Squtrrel 25" 13
Rabbxt o . 5 2

-1Stout, . old- fashnoned b%xcloth is .almost the only cloth that
(after a soft ‘heavy lining has been added to it) affords even two-

FUR

Quantittes of Fur needed, in Square Feet,

The * Paris Model " figure is‘ the basis of these estimates for
ladies’ garments, the standard measurements being- height ‘5. ft
6 in., waist 23 in., bust 38 in. ) :

Sq. Ft.
(a.pproxxmate)
Straight stole’ % length (Just below the waist line) . = 22
Straight stole 'length (just below the knee) - . 33 -
Stole, ‘broad enough at the neck to cover the top of
arm £ length . 5
The same, full Iength (to hem of sklrt) . . . 6
Eton jacket, without collar oL L. .13
Plain cape, 15 in. long . . ... 6%
Deep cape, 30 in. long N . . 15
Full cape with broad stole. front length . .15
Inverness cape (to knee) . . . 25
D%uble-breasted stralght semx-ﬁttmg coat, covermg
ips .
Double-breasted sacque Jacket, 36 in. long, full sleeves 20
Same, 30 in: long = . . . . 18
Same, 22 in, lon% 15
Long, full, shaw cape with pomts at back and front
well below knee. . . PR {1
Shorter shawl cape . . . . 16
Motoring or driving coat, g Iength . Lo, 22 .
Motoring or driving coat, full length .. .27

Weight and Dumlnhty of Furs for Men's Coat Lim‘ﬁgs.

Otter w1th the water hairs removed, the strongest fur suited’ for
hmngs, is here taken as the standard :

A ARt Welght .
Points of | in oz. per
Durability. fp
Otter (the water haits remo*Ved) 100 C 3l

“ Beaver iy, e RPRTE RERY e e
Mink . . s 90 - .3
Sealskin’ b et e e e 75 '3
Raccoon T : 75 ° - 4%

. Persian lamb or astrachan 70 3%

. Sable . Ve 65 C2d
Musquash : 55 33, o
Nutria .. - . 40 3%

- Grey Oposs’um 40 e
Wallaby .5 ‘30 Bt 4
Squirrel . oovicoa o as o on ] 30 .. Co13
Hamster S T PR 15 it
Rabbit .. . .. . . . . ...]. 7. 10 2%

Durabzlzty and Wezght of Linings for Ladies’ Coats or Wraps

)Sable gills, the strongest fur sulted for ladxes’ Immgs, 1s taken as
the standard -

. ‘Weight
Points of | in oz. per
Durability. ] ' 'sq. ft.
Sable gills . . 100 2%
Sable . .. . .i . o .85 2%
 Sablepaws .. .- .. ... . .1 64 L 13
_Ermine . R - 7/ 1}
Squirrel back - ’ ‘ C 50 1%
- Squirrel heads 36 C 2%
- Squirrel lock e T AU SIUR PR O A
Hamster . . . . .. ... . . 10 I .
Rabbit, .~ . .. . . . . . oy 2

“Durability and Weight of Motoving Furs made up with Fir outside.
* Otter with the water hairs, the strongest fur sulted for motormg
garments, is taken as the standard .

C Welght )
Points of - | in oz per .
Durability. sq ftuii
tter thh water ha.u*s) 100 S 4 " .
Sealskgn, marble. .80 | ‘; 3
,** Hair Sealskin ” (txmed). with water A R
“hairs (a spec:al vanety of sea ) : £ 3}
. Raccoon..- ', S 65 . e
Russum Pony v - ap el ,{;Gﬁe 2%,
thxrds as much proteetxon against; vwld as daes fur It wenghs

4273 oz. per sq. ft..more than he heavxest of .coat-furs, and is so
1 id as to be uncomfortahle, sku!e the subtx}eness of fur makes it
ind " to the body.



Darabiity and Wez'ght;of Furs for Rugs and Foot-sacks.

igh
Points of iﬂi‘?pﬁx

Durability. | sq. ft.
Wolverine . .o 100 6
Bear (black or brown natural) . 94 i
Bear (tinted black) e 88 7%
Beaver . . B T 4
Raccoon L e e - 43
Opossum . . . . . . . . . 61 3
off Lo 50 6%
Jackat v oo oo . . o 27 4
Australian Bear . . . . . . . 16 6
Goat .. .- ..« o« o o . oo oax i

' Wolverine, the strongest fur cuzted for rugs and foot—sacks, is
taken as the standard.
For'a rug about 20 to 25 sq. ft. of fur are needed, for a' foot-sack
P)

14}, (W.s



