| LINEN axp LINEN MANUFACTURE
| fabrics manufactured wholly from flax or lint (Lat,
linum). The manufacture of linen has reachel:
its greatest perfection in France and the Nethen
lands, where the stimulus to produce fine yam
(see SpiNNING) for the lacemakers has given rin
to such care and attention in the cultivation s
greparation of flax, that in point of fineness d

bre they have been unequalled.  Consequently,
the linens of France, Belgium, and Ifolland ham
long enjoyed a well-deserved reputation, and in th
article of lawn, which is the finest kind of linew
cloth made, the French are unrivalled. In the
ordinary kinds of linen, our own manufactures ae
rapidly improving, and will soon equal in qualiy
the productions of continental competitors. Tho
of Ireland, especially, are remarkable for their excel
lence, and this trade has become a very importat
one in that country ; whilst in Scotland a larg
trade in the coarser and inferior kinds has locatel
itself. The export of linen manufactures and lina
yarns from the United Kingdom, in 1876, wasi
value £7,070,149 ; and the amount produced fa
home-consumption may be reckoned at £10,000,000

The chief kinds of linen manufactures, besids
yarn and thread, which will be described unda
SPINNING, are : LAWN (Fr. %non), the finest of i
manufactures, formerly exclusively a French pm
duction, but very fine lawns are now made h
Belfast, Armagh, and Warringstown; Camery
(q-v.); Damask (q.v.); D1aPER (q.v.). Of the
finer plain fabrics, Sheetings are the most importa
in this country. The chief places of their manufa
ture are Belfast, Armagh, and Leeds. Common
Sheeting and Towelling are very extensively manv
factured in Scotland, particularly at Dundee, Kirtk
caldy, Forfar, and Arbroath. Ducks, Fluckabad
Osnaburgs, Crash, and T'ick (corrupted from tickn
and dekken, Dutch for cover), are very coam
and heavy materials, some fully bleached, othen
unbleached, or nearly so. They are chiefly made in
Scotland, the great seat of the manufacture bein
at the towns just mentioned, although much 3
made in the smaller towns and villages, also &
Leeds and Barnsley in England. Some few variefig
of velvet and velveteen are also made of flax &
Manchester, and much linen-yarn is used as wayp
for other materials.

Linen is one of the most ancient of all textlh
manufactures, at least it is one of the earliest mer
tioned. The cerecloth, in which the most ancient
mummies are wrapped, proves its early and vey
extensive use amoung the Egyptians. It formel
also parts of the garments of the Hebrew
well as the Egyptian priests. Panopolis was the
Belfast of the ancients, as, according to Strabo, i
was there the manufacture of linen was chiefly
conducted. The wonderful durability of linen i
evidenced by its existence on mummies, and by the
remarkable fact mentioned by the German write,
Seetzen, and referred to by Blumenbach, that he had
found several napkins within the folds of the cover
ing on a mummy which he unwrapped, and that he
had them washed several times without injury, and
used with great veneration °this venerable linen,
which had been woven more than 1700 yeus'
From the time of these ancient Egyptians up
the present period, the use of linen for clothi
and other purposes has been continuous; ;zﬁ
although the introdu-tion and vast developmen
of the cotton manufaciure checked its consumptior
for a time, it has fully regained, and has indee
exceeded, its former proportions as one of our grest
staples.



