Hemp. Hemp is not mentioned in our transla-
tion of the Hebrew Scriptures, and but sparingly in
the Greek classics. )

Hesiod and Homer make no mention of hemp. It
is first mentioned by Herodotus : —

“Hemp grows in Scythia ; it is very like
flax ; only it is a much coarser and taller
plant ; some grows wild about the country,
some is produced by cultivation. The Thra-
cians make garments of it, which closely re-
semble linen.” — HErropoTuUs, 1V. 74, He
elsewhere states that they buy it of the North-
ern people.

sHesychius says the Thracian women made
sheets of hemp. The people of that country
yet wear tunics of hemp, and some are em-

loyed in towing the boats on the Danube
tween Pesth and Vienna.

Hempenropes were used on board the “‘Syra-
cusia,” built for Hiero, as recorded by Mos-
chion. There are many other notices of hemp
by later authors. It was imported in the hank
or bale from the country of the Rhodauns,
which empties into the Vistula. The Greeks
and Romans used tow for calking the seams of their
vessels, but did not cultivate it before the Christian
era.

Hemp was known to the Roman naturalists, but
does not seem to have been used as a fiber plant.

It was known to the Anglo-Saxons, and the mode
of preparing and beating it is given by Strutt.
Hempen cloth became common in Middle and South-
ern Kurope in the thirteenth century.

For specitic list of appliances in the treatment and
manufacture of hemp and other fiber, see CoTTON,
Frax, WooL, HEMP, etc., APPLIANCES,



