VELVET

VELVET (Lat. vellus, s fleece), a textile fabric
woven wholly of silk or of silk and cotton
mixed, having a loose pile or short shag of
threads on the surface, which give it a fine
soft nap. Cotton stuffs manufactured in the
same way are commonly called velveteens.
This manufacture appears to have originated
sbout the 13th century, and was limited for
8 long time to the Italian cities. It thence
pussed into France, where it was greatly im-
E‘;}ved, and in 1685 was introduced into Eng-

d by French refugees. Velvet is very dura-
ble, from the close texture of the under side,
and also from the thick nap of the upper,
which opposes great resistance to external fric-
tion. It is moreover very warm, and suitable
for rich ornamental figured work. Its pecu-
liar character is derived from the insertion of
short pieces of silk thread, secured under the
shoot, weft, or eross threads, their ends stand-
ing upright and so closely together as to con-
ceal the interlacing of the threads beneath.
They are furnished in an extra set of threads,
ealled pile threads, arrafiged in the loom par-
allel to the warp threads, and much longer
than these, which in the progress of the weav-
ing are passed, after every third throw of the
shuttle, over a thin, semi-cylindrical, straight
brass wire, which is laid across the whole fab-
ric over the warp threads. The next working
of the treadle carries the pile threads down
over the wire, when they are covered and
fastened by the next throw of the shuttle.
Another wire is placed in the same position
for the next row of loops across the fabric,
and these are produced, as already observed,
with every third throw of the shuttle. Two
wires only are used, and these are freed in
tarns by the same process which converts the
loops into a pile. “Each of them has a groove
along its upper surface, and on this is run a
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sharp-edged knife, thus severing the loops and

+ leaving two ends of each one projecting above

the fubrie. These are brushed up and dressed
to produce the velvety nap. If some of the
pile threads are left uncut, the velvet is then
of the striped kind; and some is used alto-
gether uncut. Fine velvets contain 40 to 50
rows of loops in an inch length of the fabric,
and their production is therefore exceedingly

. slow and laborious. The process is moreover
i complicated by the use of two shuttles, a

stouter thread being used after the wire than
the two which succeed. Hence the produc-
tion of a yard of plain velvet is considered

"a good day’s work.— Various modifications
“have been introduced in the manufacture of

velvet, among which is that of Mr. Gratrix,
who produces the pile by the weft, the cut
being then made in the direction of the warp.
The pile threads are woven over a series of
fine longitudinal knives, over the points of
which the portions of the weft intended to
form the pile slide successively as the cloth is
woven; and the weft is severed in passing
over the cutting portion of these knives, which
are fixed. By some of the new methods the
velvet is cut and embossed at the same time.—
Lyons is the principal seat of the manufacture
of broad velvets, such as those for cloak ma-
king called Ponson velvets, and St. Etienne is
the principal seat of velvet ribbon manufac-
ture. Trimming velvets of the finest kinds are
made by hand in Rhenish Prussia.



